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pens, but in 1828 Josiah Mason improved them. Patents for further
improvement were taken out by Perry in 1830 and by Joseph Gillot in
the following year.
Catherine the Great of Russia is said to have used a kind of fountain
pen; but to go back much further, the early Egyptians used writing
reeds which may be regarded as the prototype of the modern fountain
pen, which was invented by Waterman in 1883.
ENTER   THE   TYPEWRITER
The first typewriting patent was taken out by an English engineer,
Henry Mill, in 1714, but he did not manufacture his design. It is
described as "an artificial machine or method for the impressing or
transcribing of letters singly or progressively one after another, as in
writing, whereby all writings whatsoever may be engrossed in paper
or parchment so neat and exact as not to be distinguished from print."
The pioneer American typewriter, which its inventor called a typo-
grapher, was made in 1829 by William Austin Burt, of Detroit. " Plees
forgive al mistakes," he typed in the first letter that left his apparatus,
" it is j est printed in a hurry on the new machene, amonge a crowd of
people who are watching and arsking questions al the time."
Attempts to produce something generally satisfactory became
numerous after 1860. In 1862 Jacob Peters of Copenhagen invented a
typewriter, as did three American engineers, Carlos Glidden,
Christopher Latham Sholes and Samuel W. Soule, of Milwaukee,
Wisconsin, whose invention was taken over and developed by E.
Remington & Sons, gunmakers, in 1873. Sholes is recorded to have
remarked, " I feel that I have done something for the women who have
always had to work so hard. This will enable them more easily to earn
a living." A woman, Queen Victoria, was the first ruler to admit a
typewriter to a royal household.
SHORTHAND  IN  ANCIENT   ROME
One of Cato's orations against Catiline, delivered in Rome in 63 B.C.,
was, we are told by Roman historians, taken down in shorthand by
Tiro, the method being known as Tironian notes. Several steno-
graphers, posted in the Senate, took turns at recording different parts
of the speech and put them together at the end.
Luther's shorthand writer, a certain Dr. Cruciger, wrote down a
report of Luther's disputation with John Eck which took place in Leipzig
^in 1519, and also took down Luther's speech before the Diet of Worms,
one of the turning-points in the Reformation in 1521.
A system of shorthand was invented in England in the time of Queen
Elizabeth by Timothy Bright, and a similar one in France.
The most famous English shorthand manuscript is the diary of
Samuel Pepys written in the period 1660-1669. Pepys freely adapted
the system called " tachygraphy," which was invented by Thomas
Shelter (1640) and expounded in hkbook qf that name. *